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From Where I Sit –
Brr, as I write this, snow is flying and I am wanting a big mug of hot chocolate.
It would be a great time for a Chili Cook-off at the church, or a Valentine’s Fellowship time after our
morning gatherings, but we just can’t do it now. COVID is still lurking, and we find ourselves still masking,
still social distancing, still weathering the weariness and tedium of all the things the pandemic has
brought us.
But as a church, things are humming. We have a lot on
our plate. We are in the midst of building decisions, and a
pastoral search. It is a lot for one church to juggle, but as
usual HCC rises to each challenge and rolls up their sleeve
and gets to work.
I hope you’ll all join in this month for our “What If?”
reflections. My sermons will explore the “What Ifs” and
each of you will get a small booklet filled with What Ifs for
you to reflect on as the church continues to make the
crucial decisions that are before it. You can get your
booklet on Feb. 6 in church. It is a great time to dream…with that mug of steaming chocolate! Take care
and love and blessings to you all.
Pastor Ruth

Church office will be closed for President’s Day
on Monday, February 21.
Church office hours are now M-F from 9-noon.

Sunday Zoom Worship
at 10:30 am
The link to our Zoom session is in the TWAHC that you receive on Friday. You can begin to sign on
by clicking that link at 9:30 AM … giving time for greeting others as they arrive for worship. There is also a
phone number if you prefer to join us by phone.

What If? - Join us in reading and reflecting on the possibilities in our lives and in our faith. A small
devotional book will be given to everyone February 6 to get us “what iffing.” And Pastor Ruth will be
reflecting on the What If’s in February.
Feb 6: Communion Celebration, Commissioning of Care Circle Visitors
Reading: Luke 5:1-11 - What If: we dropped our line in new waters?
Feb13: Reading: Luke 6:17-26 -- What If: we redefined happiness?
Feb 20: Guest Preacher - Rev. Jim Tredinnick
Reading: TBD
Feb 27: Feast of the Transfiguration!
Reading: Exodus 34:29-35 and Luke 9:28-36 -- What If: we saw our own glory?
*************************************************************************************************************************************************

Zoom Salon Schedule – Sunday at 10:30 am
The Zoom Session link is in the TWAHC that you receive on Fridays. You can sign on by clicking that link.
There’s also a phone number if you prefer to join by phone.
Feb 6: How We Talk About (or Don’t) Serious Illness and Death
Feb 13: "Shriners Children's Ohio"

Facilitator: Nancy Tepfer
Facilitator: Jessica Wagner

You may have read that Shriners Children's Ohio has recently moved to Dayton, but do you know
how Shriners Hospitals change children's lives? We are thrilled to welcome Jessica Wagner, the
daughter of Jeri Neidhard, to learn more about Shriners provides FREE transportation, surgeries,
physical and occupational therapy, and all follow-up appointments until adulthood for children locally and throughout the world - with: burns of any size that require care and plastic surgery,
craniofacial disorders and deformities like cleft lip or palate, plagiocephaly. misshapen ears, jaw
misalignment complex skin and wound conditions including scars, lesions, dog bites, birthmarks,
hemangiomas, etc.
Feb 20: Presidents: The Good, the Bad, and the…..

Facilitator: Ruth Hopkins

In Honor of President’s Day, we’ll discuss the Presidents of past and not so recent past.
Feb 27: Beene Brown: Atlas Of The Heart

Facilitator: Juli Burnell

This month’s YouTube Brene Brown interview invites us to discuss how our biology, biography,
behavior and backstory impact the ways we connect to share our hearts.
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Are you new to Harmony Creek? If so, please join Pastor Ruth for a
Welcome Forum – Sunday, Feb. 20 at 11:30 am - In the Parlor
after the Sunday Gatherings (around 11:30)
This gathering is especially for those new to Harmony Creek, and are exploring
membership. Come and find out more about HCC!

Happy New Year from the Care Circle!
Last month we provided over 100 Christmas Stockings to some of our church members and to the
Promedica nursing care center on Wilmington Avenue. It was great fun stuffing the stockings as a
group! We also sent numerous cards, provided meals and reached out with telephone calls.
If you know of someone in our Harmony Creek Community in need of care, let us know at
carecircle@harmony-creek.org.
The Moderator, Bill Yowler has asked us to track the number of
people we serve each month, which will allow us to plan and
maintain a budget as well as give us hard numbers to report to
the Membership. It will also benefit us by having data
available for possible grants for the church. That means we
need to know about all the generous efforts made to our
members in the name of the church and using church
resources. We would love to see interested parties at our
meetings on the 3rd Thursday of the month at one o’clock, but
you do not need to come to meetings to join the Care
Circle. When ever you do an act of kindness, you are a part of
the love the Care Circle hopes to grow within Harmony Creek.
Our food ministry, headed by Ann Hulvey is planning some
organizational changes, but we will share more about that in
the next Currents. We offer meals from our membership to
people in our church who have been sick or in the
hospital. We will also look at the feasibility to expand our rides
to church ministry in the future.
Here’s to the Care Circle growth in 2022!

February Birthdays
3 Bev Jenkins
4 Bill Cooley
7 Eddy Miller
9 Roselin Runnels
10 Aileen McClelland,
Courtney Rowe
11 Steve Sackman
13 John Cummings, Doug Pultz
14 Naomi Tredinnick,
Laurel Kerr
15 Kim Lockwood
16 Debi Williams
17 Karen Emery
18 LuAnn Carpenter
20 Ann Mourouzis
25 Jim Clay
26 Connor Beech,
Jake Schlemper
27 Sue Oblinger
Don’t see your birthday? Maybe
we don’t have it on file. Please
contact the church office to
update your information.
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Crafty Saturday,
February 19 at 10 am
Conference Room
Bring a snack, beverage, and your crafty self and supplies, and join us
for conversation and craftiness.

************************************************************************************************************************************************

NEED A NAME TAG?
LINDA STEPHENS TO THE RESCUE!
Would you like a Harmony Creek name tag? Perhaps you are new here.
Or yours might have gone missing during the COVID lockdown. Maybe
yours is just looking a bit shabby. No worries! Linda Stephens, our official
Harmony Creek name tag maker, will make one for you! Just print your
name as you would like it to appear on the clipboard in the hallway. Then
check back for a beautiful new name tag!

************************************************************************************************************************************************

GREETERS RETURNING to HARMONY CREEK
When you arrive for church, our wonderful greeters will be at the door to welcome you. Our “no contact”
greeters will be observing COVID protocols to protect your safety. Although their mouths will be covered
by masks, when you see their eyes sparkling and hear their warm greetings, you’ll know they are smiling
and happy to see you! If you are interested in joining our friendly team of greeters, please contact
Welcome co-chairs Judy Nablo or Kathy Swensen.
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UPDATE ON THE SEARCH PROCESS
Early in December a group of six individuals was commissioned to serve as a team to seek a new
minister for Harmony Creek Church. Currently a different group is developing a profile of our church
that will guide the Search Team in its work. The profile is based on our responses to three questions
1) who are we, 2) who is our neighbor, and 3) who is God calling us to become? When the profile is
completed and given to the Search Team, the team will begin to work with the SONKA Minister to find
Harmony Creek’s next pastor. It is hoped that the profile will be available to the Search Team in
February. The members of the Search Team are Elva Blatt, Micah Harry, Tom Harry, Roselin Runnels
(Chair), Linda Stephens, and Sandy West.

Kids and Families
Youth
Covid totally sucks. And it is scary. So many people are getting
sick. Prayers for all affected. Prayers for
our healthcare workers, and hospitals. Prayers for the lives lost,
and the loved ones left behind. Covid totally sucks.
And because Covid totally sucks, we were not able to get
together the second Sunday in January, but we did meet the
fourth Sunday in January. The game nights are a big hit with the
youth, so we will be opting to have more game nights in the
future. Yes, the youth group is about learning and sharing in
spiritual practices, such as Lectio Divina and Visio Divina, but we
must not dismiss the spiritual value of fun and frivolity. Therefore,
this upcoming month we will be using one of our two Sunday
gatherings for games and community building, while we will use the other Sunday for spiritual
practices. Youth are encouraged to come to both gatherings. The main course, pizza or BBQ, will be
provided and the youth are asked to bring additional snacks, desserts, or beverages. Both gatherings will
be in the church’s fellowship hall. Masks and
social distancing will be encouraged, but
please talk with your youth in advance and
ensure that they know your expectations for
their own family’s Covid safety preferences for
social gatherings.

Sunday February 6th from 5:30 to 7:00 pm –
Spiritual Practices
Sunday February 20th from 5:30 to 7:00 pm –
Socialization and Shenanigans, with Games!

5

Justice & Witness Ministries
STARTS ON VALENTINE’S DAY
CAROL ANDERSON’S BOOK AVAILABLE IN CHURCH OFFICE
Let’s stay in together on VALENTINE’S DAY! Harmony
Creek Church’s second church-wide Justice & Witness
Big Read begins on Monday, February 14. Our first Zoom
session will be from 7:00-8:00 that evening. We will
continue meeting on Zoom each Monday evening for
the next 6 weeks.
We’ll be discussing Carol Anderson’s One Person, No
Vote: How Voter Suppression Is Destroying Our
Democracy. Copies are available at the public library
and at the church office for $13. Recorded versions are
available online for purchase.
If you have limited time you are still welcome to participate in the Zoom sessions, which will be enjoyable
and informative regardless of whether you have read the book. If you’ve already read One Person, No
Vote, the Zoom sessions will be interactive in nature and will build upon the book’s content. Special
attention will be given to voter suppression here in Ohio.
Join your Harmony Creek family as we learn and grow together. And, invite a friend to participate as well!
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Refugee Ministry
CHRISTMAS JOY AT THE NONDO HOUSEHOLD
It was a joyful Christmas when the children at the Nondo
family unwrapped all the wonderful gifts you provided!!
Each child received several wrapped gifts and books
along with a Target gift card for a later shopping trip. Sue
Oblinger has volunteered to be
sure each child gets a chance to
go shopping somehow.
THANKS FOR YOUR KIND SHARING!!
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Environmental Ministry
What Can We Do to Help Minimize Global Warming?
The US recently failed to pass absolutely crucial (and decades overdue) legislative plan to help
cut emissions and mitigate climate change disaster. Sometimes it may feel like we should throw up our
hands and give up. If the leaders of our country can’t see how important it is to protect future
generations from an unlivable planet—if they can’t see how investing in renewable resources, public
transportation, and ecosystem revitalization now will minimize more expensive floods, fires, hurricanes,
drought, extinctions, deadly heatwaves and tornadoes in the future—then what can we as individuals do
to help?
Government and corporations are not the only ones that can impact climate change with their
decisions, however. We as individuals can make a difference in a number of ways, and some of these will
sound like an old refrain:
Eat less meat—especially beef—and less dairy.
1.

The United Nation’s 2019 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) reported that “Efforts
to curb greenhouse-gas emissions and the impacts of global warming will fall significantly short
without drastic changes in global land use, agriculture and human diets.” Activities from land
management, including agriculture and forestry, contribute anywhere from 25% to 35% of heattrapping gases to the atmosphere. The report noted that it would benefit the planet if people in rich
countries would eat less meat, especially beef. One particular problem the report noted is
deforestation of the Amazon—a great carbon sink that acts to cool global temperatures—for cattle
ranches. Cattle also produce methane, a potent greenhouse gas, and beef production consumes
huge quantities of precious water resources. Choosing a more plant-based diet and/or only
occasionally consuming
sustainably sourced meat and
dairy can make a big difference.
According to the UN News,
“Plant-based ‘meat’ production
also uses up to 99 per cent less
water, up to 95 per cent less land,
and generates up to 90 per cent
fewer harmful emissions than
regular beef burgers, whilst
consuming nearly half the
energy.”
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2. Use public transportation and/or carpool. Even if the bus line does not pick up near your home,
parking at the nearest bus stop and traveling via public transportation whenever possible can help
reduce greenhouse gases—at least, when Covid-19 becomes less of a concern. In addition, traveling
to work or to errands with a friend who lives nearby cuts emissions and increases community. We can
choose to help the environment over doing what is most convenient.
3. Reduce, reuse, recycle. Before you buy something new, think about whether you really need that
item. For every item we buy, greenhouse gases were produced. Can we find someone who is getting
rid of that item? Can we refurbish an older version of that item? Can we do without that item?
In addition, recycling reduces greenhouse gases. While most plastic is not truly recycled at this point,
we can faithfully recycle aluminum cans, glass, and paper, and we can try to reduce our
consumption of plastic by being mindful about wasteful packaging. We can also choose products
made from recycled materials.
4. Convert portions of your lawn to meadow, prairie, or woodland. Mowing a lawn for one hour
produces as much pollution as driving a car for four hours. Treated lawns add harmful artificial
fertilizers and pesticides to our ecosystems, pump four times as much carbon into the atmosphere as
they absorb, and provide little benefit to native
ecosystems. Creating a native meadow,
pocket prairie, or small woodland in your yard
will reduce mowing and help function as both
a carbon sink and a mini native ecosystem,
which will attract and nurture native butterflies,
birds, and other creatures whose habitats and
populations have been drastically reduced
over the decades. Oh—and for the lawn that is
left to mow, try an electric lawn mower, which
is both quieter and more environmentally sound.
5. Equip your home with solar panels. About 20% of greenhouse gases in the US come from homes. Even
if the energy grid eventually switches to renewable energy sources, equipping your roof or property
with solar panels can help maximize renewable energy production in our community.
6. Switch from natural gas to electric appliances. As power plants begin using more renewable energy
and become more efficient—and/or once we have equipped our homes with solar panels—electric
appliances will produce far less greenhouse gas than natural gas appliances. While natural gas was
once billed as a “clean” source of energy, methane leaks from natural gas production and
transportation mean that natural gas contributes just as much to climate change as coal—at least in
the US. Especially when it comes time to replace your failing appliances, choosing an electric heat
pump, a heat pump or hybrid water heater, and an electric stove can help reduce or eliminate
greenhouse gas output in the future.
(From https://www.cnn.com/2022/01/10/perspectives/redfin-ceo-home-climate/index.html)
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A Few Gentle Reminders - to keep us working well together in community.
Communities need reminders and maintenance tweaks every so often. Here are a few.
Announcements - Alan Kobs asks that you have any announcements to be made to him before Sunday
morning. IF you need to make an announcement - he needs to know that as well before Sunday services.
We ask that you send your requests to Alan by Friday before the Sunday you want them announced.
Facebook - While we have a Facebook page, it is not the official news hub of Harmony Creek. Due to
their algorithms not everyone sees everything, and pastoral concerns or event information cannot reliably
be shared. Many people do not use Facebook. If you need the pastor, please call the pastor directly, or
call the office. If you need to relate information about an event, please contact Sonya in the church
office. Thank you!
Your Care Circle works hard to make sure that we are caring appropriately and equality for everyone
who has a need. If you think there is a need that should be addressed, please START with the Care Circle.
That way, one person won’t have an overflow of meals, and another person have none. Of course,
anyone is free to call or send cards or care for any other member. But your Care Circle wants to make
sure that no one gets overlooked. Thanks!
Chit Chat - The Bible encourages us as Christians to go directly to the person with which we have issues.
Often it is tempting to talk to others, about the person, instead of going directly to the person you are
troubled by. Unfortunately, the chit chat that ensues is often hurtful, and often not true. It was Paul who
likened our tongues to wildfires. If you need help talking to a person, please know that Pastor Ruth is here
to help you, to mediate the conversation if needed, or to offer her assistance in other ways.
If the person you have a problem with is Pastor Ruth, please come to her directly.
Pastor availability - I (Pastor Ruth) can be reached by cell phone at 937-829-8019, and by text and or
email. My contract calls for two days off, Fridays and Saturdays, although Saturdays are often booked
with meetings. I am in the office Wednesdays and Thursdays, working from home Mondays and Tuesdays.
During COVID, and as COVID continues, I try to limit my time in the office for the Child Care, and other
staff. If you have a question about my time in the office or how I spend my time, again, please talk to me
directly. I will be glad to show you my log.
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Where do we go from here?
Building Search Team Report
By Bill Yowler, Moderator and Building Search Chair
Mary Taylor, Sonya Harry, Pastor Ruth and I again met with the Unitarian Team on Jan 20 via Zoom
regarding the idea of our sharing space with them. They have proposed a lease of $8,750 per month,
including utilities. We will be researching all of the options (buy, rent, share) following the early February
meeting of the Building Search Team meets. The group will research what is currently available in the
south Dayton area.
The Executive Director of South Presbyterian Church has prepared a presentation for their
Congregational Meeting on January 30 showing our building, and discussing the building inspection
results. They are in the process of scheduling 2 appraisals of the building, one by their bank and the other
contracted by their church. We are aware that due to the real estate market activity at this time,
scheduling of appraisals can take some time. Stay tuned for more information!
We appreciate all of the feedback we have gained from the Congregation members who have
attended the Town Hall meetings on this subject.

Please keep our Building Search Team in your prayers! This is an exciting time for all of us and together we will
move forward to Harmony Creek’s new “digs”!
*********************************************************

Looking Ahead to March . . . .
Ash Wednesday Events - March 2
Ashes to Go

8 am to 9 am and Noon to 12:30
Pull up in your car under the canopy and get your ashes!
7 pm - Evening Service in person and Zoom

Lenten Zoom Devotionals on Wednesdays in Lent
Join us for the Lenten Devotional Discussions every Wednesday from 6:30 to 8 pm on March 9, 16, 23, 30,
and April 6, 13, and 20th. We will be reading Mary Bea Sullivan’s Living the Way of Love.
In 2017, the Episcopal Church’s Presiding Bishop Michael Curry, invited us to reclaim the Jesus-inspired
practices “that can train up the spirit to follow in the way of Jesus and to look something like Jesus.” These
practices are:

Turn
Learn
Pray
Worship
Bless
Go
Rest
Join us for 40 days to support living a Jesus-centered life.
Please sign up on the Sign Up Table for this series, so we know how many books to order. The book will be
a gift to you, extra books will not be ordered, so be sure to sign up. Due date is Feb 20 to sign up. Or email
or call Pastor Ruth to get your order in.

11

